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these things to be put to death. On the other hand, that some
should suffer banishment on account, not of what had been
done to the Medici, but of the attempt which had been
made, before their return, to overthrow the Government, was
inevitable; the Albizzi and their party could not expect to
get off unpunished after such an endeavour Those writeis
who are anxious to find cause against the Medici have accused
Cosimo of a "vindictive policy" on this occasion; but this
is unjust. The Signoria, terribly frightened at the attempt
(which had nearly succeeded) of the Albizzi and their party
to seize the Government by force of arms, passed a sentence
of exile against some eighty of them13 It was not an un-
natural result of their conduct But in any case there is no
evidence that this and other repressive measures against the
Albizzi party, some of which measures had been already
taken before his arrival, were instigated by Cosimo at all.10
A few months after the above triumphant return Cosimo
received from his city the most practical demonstration it
could give of its entire revulsion of sentiment towards him,
and regret for the treatment which he and his had received.
He was elected Gonfaloniere, and held that office for the
next two months*

Meanwhile Pope Eugenius IV had become involved in
many troubles, mainly through his continued opposition to
the Council of Bale. The Emperor Sigismund at length being
determined to force the Pope to submit to the reforms which
the Council was striving to pass, but which the Pope's dele-
gates were obstructing, proceeded to Italy, being invited
thither by Filippo Visconti, Duke of Milan, who hoped that
the Emperor would assist him in the war he was then carry-
ing on against Florence and Venice. After staying for some
time with the Duke of Milan, and after being crowned with
the iron crown of Lombardy, the Emperor, avoiding Florence's
territory, proceeded by wayvof Lucca and Siena to Rome,
where he was crowned by Pope Eugenius in St. Peter's